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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to the Request for reconsideration filed on January 3 1 , 
2007, in which claims 1-31 are presented for further examination. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed January 31, 2007 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. (See Examiner remark). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Teshima US 

Patent no. 6,272,470 in view of Sota et al (hereinafter "Sota") US Patent no. 5,91 1,687. 

As to claims 1, Sota discloses a management group for managing the whole information 
processes executed between a patient and a medical facility or between a plurality of medical 
facilities is installed and centrally manages medical data of each patient (col.2, lines 64-col.3, 
line 2). In particular, Sota discloses the claimed "client terminals installed in medical facilities 
and an image database server, the client terminals having ability of transmission and reception of 
sets of medical image data together with accompanying information regarding the sets of 



Application/Control Number: 09/901,610 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2162 

medical image data via a networks" as a plurality of patient terminal connected to a wide area 
network and at least one management server including an electronic case record (database) to 
store at least clinic information for patients and a doctor database to store doctors information 
which is connected to the database server (management server) to upload and download patient 
information (col.2, lines 14-25), wherein the doctor can access to the database server 
(management server) to upload and download the medical information or medical image about 
the patient (col. 10, lines 18-22) "the image database server having functions of receiving the 
sets of medical image data and accompanying information regarding thereto, both of which are 
transmitting from the client terminals via the network, storing therein the received sets of 
medical image data and the accompanying information that have been received searching for a 
desired one of the sets of medical image data stored therein by using the accompanying 
information, and transmitting the set of medical image data" as a management server in which 
allows the client computer (doctor computer system) to upload and download patient 
information, wherein the image data of the patient is transferred to the database server 
(management server) (col. 13, lines 45-53; col. 14, lines 1-5); and "wherein, when a desired search 
condition is inputted from any one of the client terminal and is transmitting to the image database 
server, the image database server searches for the accompanying information using the desired 
search condition received by the image database server, if the accompanying information is 
successfully found, then retrieves the medical image data regarding the accompanying 
information, and transmits the retrieved medical image data to the relevant client terminal" 
before conducting an examination scheduled by the patient, the client computer (doctor computer 
system sets of medical image data together with accompanying information regarding the sets of 
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medical images data via a network" (patient terminal (101) has a functional capability of 
receiving and transmitting information over the network (100) , wherein the patent terminal 
requests from the management server medical information and data image regard, when an 
examination is completed and uploaded into the management server (col. 14, lines 25-45); "when 
a desired search condition is inputted from any one of the client terminal and is transmitted to the 
image database server, the image database server. searches for the accompanying information 
using the desired search condition; and retrieves the medical image if the accompanying 
information is successfully found (col.8, lines 49-53; col.10, lines 39-42; col.12, lines 38-43). 

Sato does not explicitly show the accompanied information includes at least one of 
facility information and input modality. 

Teshima, on the other hand, however, discloses a analogous system of a centralized 
medical image management system, wherein the information acquired by a diagnostic medical 
imaging modality in which produced examination related images are stored and inputted so that 
produced medical images can be referenced directly in relation to the consultation records (col.4, 
lines 48-52). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of data 
processing, at the time the present invention was made to combine the teachings of the cited 
references, wherein the doctor database (client database) (item 604 of Fig.6) would incorporate 
the use of the accompanied information includes at least one of facility information and input 
modality. One having ordinary skill in the art would have found it motivated to store and 
transmit a set of medical image together with accompanying information regarding the set of * 
medical image for the purpose of preventing an incident such as leakage of personal information. 
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As to claim 2, Sato discloses the claimed "the image database server comparing password input 
from any one of the Client terminals with a password stored in advance, searching for the set of 
medical image data corresponding to the accompanying information input as the search condition 
from the client terminal if the passwords match up and transmitting the set of medical data to the 
client terminal" (it well known in the distributed network environment to have compared an 
input password with the authorization user profile stored in the server for the purpose preventing 
the database server from access from unauthorized user, wherein such user authorization profile 
is stored alone with the privilege access in the database server, see col. 14, lines 25-30). 

As to claim 3, Teshima discloses the claimed wherein the accompanying information includes at 
least a patient specification information "(col.3, 58-67; col.4, lines 45-65) 

As to claims 4-6, Teshima discloses the claimed wherein the accompanying information includes 
a combination of facility information and patient specification information (col.3, 58-67; col. 4, 
lines 45-65; col. 6, lines 60-66). 

As to claims 7-10, Teshima discloses the claimed wherein the patient specification information is 
encrypted by the medical facilities" patient medical image data information is encrypted in a 
patient card (col, 5, lines 21-34). 
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As to claim 11, Teshima discloses the claimed "the image database server having function of 
receiving the sets of medical image data and the accompanying information transmitted from the 
client terminals via the public communications network as a means for transferring data in 
As to claim 12, Sato discloses the claimed the image database server comparing password input 
from any one of the Client terminals with a password stored in advance, searching for the set of 
medical image data corresponding to the accompanying information input as the search condition 
from the client terminal if the passwords match up" " as a means of providing doctors with 
access privilege to access the database server (management server) (col. 14, lines 25-30). 

As to claim 13, Sato discloses the claimed "data transmitting the sets of the medical 
image data to the image database server via the public communication network" col. 13, lines 25- 
65; col. 14, lines 10-45; col. 15, lines 20-55); "a search condition transmission means for 
transmitting the search condition using the image data stored in the image database 
server"col.l3, lines 25-65; col.14, lines 10-45; col.15, lines 20-55); and "Image data reception 
means for receiving the set of the medical image data corresponding to the search condition" 
(col.8, lines 48-56; col. 13, lines 25-65; col.14, lines 10-45; col.15, lines 20-55). 

Sato, however, discloses that the examination result of the patient is stored in the 
examination result file of the patient, wherein the doctor can download patient information from 
the database server. 

Teshima, on the other hand, discloses a system that stored the patient image information 
in patient card, wherein a link information is produced with the image data upon writing the data 
image information in the database server, wherein the data image information can be access 
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externally using the link information. Such image data information is associated with the patient 
in the patient card (col.3, 58-67; col.4, lines 45-65). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of data 
processing, at the time the present invention was made to combine the teachings of the cited 
references, wherein the doctor database (client database) (item 604 of Fig.6) would incorporate 
the use of accompanying information with a set of medical image data. One having ordinary skill 
in the art would have found it motivated to store and transmit a set of medical image together 
with accompanying information regarding the set of medical image for the purpose of preventing 
an incident such as leakage of personal information. 

As to claim 14, Sato discloses the claimed "transmitting password to the image database server" 
as a means of providing doctors with access privilege to access the database server (management 
server) (col. 14, lines 25-30). 

As to claim 15, the limitations of claim 15 have been noted in the rejection of claim 1 
above. It is, therefore, rejected under the same rationale. 

As to claim 16: the limitations of claim 16 have been noted in the rejection of claim 1 above. It 
is, therefore, rejected under the same rationale. 

As to claim 17, Teshima discloses the claimed "a photographed body information" (col. 16, lines 
2-8); and "a photographed method information" (col. 16, lines 2-8). 
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As to claim 18, Teshima discloses the claimed "a radiography apparatus" (col.4, lines 45-50); "a 
CT apparatus" (col.4, lines 45-50); and "an MR apparatus" (col.4, lines 45-50). 

As to claim 19, Sato discloses the claimed "wherein a user input a password onto an input device 
on said client terminal, wherein said client terminal transmits said password to said image 
database server" as a means of providing doctors with access privilege to access the database 
server (management server) (col. 14, lines 25-30). 

As to claim 20, Teshima discloses the claimed "wherein said password comprises an account 
password which is used in order to pay a predetermined charge for storing and searching of the 
image data" as a means of providing doctors with access privilege to access the database server 
(management server) (col. 14, lines 25-30). 

As to claim 21, Teshima discloses the claimed "wherein said accompanying information is 
directly attached to said image data" (col.8, lines 48-col.9, line 38). Teshima discloses a system 
that stored the patient image information in patient card, wherein a link information is produced 
with the image data upon writing the data image information in the database server, wherein the 
data image information can be access externally using the link information. Such image data 
information is associated with the patient in the patient card (col.3, 58-67; col.4, lines 45-65). 
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As to claims 22-24, Teshima discloses the claimed "wherein the accompanying information 
includes a patient specification information, and at least a facility information" (col. 8, lines 48- 
col.9, line 38). Teshima discloses a system that stored the patient image information in patient 
card, wherein a link information is produced with the image data upon writing the data image 
information in the database server, wherein the data image information can be access externally 
using the link information. Such image data information is associated with the patient in the 
patient card (col. 3, 58-67; col.4, lines 45-65). 

As to claims 25-26, Sato discloses the claimed wherein after a signal of a data search processing 
selection is transmitted from the client terminal to the image database server, the image database 
server transmits a password input screen to the client terminal and displays the screen on the 
client terminal" as a means of providing doctors with access privilege to access the database 
server (management server) (col. 14, lines 25-30); "wherein a user enters parameters into a 
search field in order to obtain at least a facility information" before conducting an examination 
scheduled by the patient, the client computer (doctor computer system) requests from the 
database server (management server) the medical information and data image regard a patient, 
when the examination is completed the client computer (doctor compute system) upload the 
medical information of the patient into the server database (management server) for later use 
(col. 14, lines 25-45). 
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As to claim 27, Sato discloses the claimed "said medical image data comprises a photographed 
medical image (see items 1402 and 1403; col. 10, lines 4-5). 

5. Claims 28-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Teshima 
US Patent no. 6,272,470 in view of Sota et al (hereinafter "Sota") US Patent no. 5,91 1,687 and 
further in view of Jamroga et al., (hereinafter "Jamroga") US Patent no. 6,574,742. 
As to claim 29,Teshima and Sota disclose the invention as claimed except for the use of 
encrypting the patient information. Jamroga discloses the claimed "wherein at least one client 
terminal encrypts the patient specification information, sends the encrypted specification 
information together with the medical image data to the image database server wherein the 
encrypted patient specification information and the medical image data are stored in the image 
database server" (automatically compressing, encrypting and transmitting along communication 
links to the warehouse server to store on the central database server, see col. 15, lines 35-40; 
col. 16, lines 20-43). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to Sato and Teshima system by encrypting the patient specification 
information and sending the encrypted specification information together with the medical image 
data to the image database server. One having ordinary skill in the art would have found it 
motivated to use such a modification for the purpose of ensure the integrity, confidentiality and 
availability of the information, thereby increasing efficiency while decreasing expenditures. 

As to claim 28, Jamroga discloses the claimed discloses the claimed "wherein said client 
terminal permits a patient and a doctor of a medical facility to access the medical image data and 
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the accompanying information in the image database server" (by permitting real time access to 
stored medical image data and associated information from a remote location server, col. 5, lines 
26-28). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to Sato and Teshima system by permitting patient and doctor to access 
medical images data and accompanying information in the image database server. One having 
ordinary skill in the art would have found it motivated to use such a modification for the purpose 
of ensure the integrity, confidentiality and availability of the information, thereby increasing 
efficiency while decreasing expenditures. 

As to claim 30, Jamroga discloses the claimed "wherein at least one client terminal encrypts the 
patient specification information, sends the encrypted specification information together with the 
medical image data to the image database server wherein the encrypted patient specification 
information and the medical image data are stored in the image database server" (automatically 
compressing, encrypting and transmitting along communication links to the warehouse server to 
store on the central database server, see col. 15, lines 35-40; col. 16, lines 20-43). It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to Sato 
and Teshima system by encrypting the patient specification information and sending the 
encrypted specification information together with the medical image data to the image database 
server. One having ordinary skill in the art would have found it motivated to use such a 
modification for the purpose of ensure the integrity, confidentiality and availability of the 
information, thereby increasing efficiency while decreasing expenditures. 
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Remark 

6. Applicant asserted that neither Teshima nor Sato disclose the accompanying information 
includes at least one of facility information and input modality. The examiner disagrees with the 
precedent assertion. However, when read and analyzed in light of the specification, the invention 
as claimed does not support Applicants' assertions. Moreover, the claims do not capture the 
essence of the invention as argued in applicants' remark. The aforementioned assertions, wherein 
fails to disclose by Teshima and Sato, was unsupported by objective factual evidence and was 
not found to be substantial evidentiary value. It is important to note that limitation that 
applicants are relied upon is supported by the specification to enable one having ordinary skill in 
the art to make and use the invention. Teshima, however, discloses a analogous system of a 
centralized medical image management system, wherein the information acquired by a 
diagnostic medical imaging modality in which produced examination related images are stored 
and inputted so that produced medical images can be referenced directly in relation to the 
consultation records (col.4, lines 48-52). Applicants are reminded that the examiner is entitled to 
the broadest reasonable interpretation of the claims. The Applicants always have the opportunity 
to amend the claims during prosecution and broad interpretation by the examiner reduces the 
possibility that the claim, once issued, will be interpreted more broadly than is justified. In re 
Prater 162 USPQ 541, 550-51 (CCPA 1969). Applicant should duly note that having an ability 
of transmission and reception and having function of receiving a set of medical image does not 
mean that client computer and the database server would actually perform or carry out the acts. 
This is just an assumption but the actual function performs by the client computer and the 
database server. 
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7. Applicant asserted that Sato does not discloses the user inputting a password onto an 
input device, let alone a client terminal transmitting the password to the image database server. 
The examiner disagrees with the precedent assertion. Sato, however, discloses a distributed 
network environment, which as the functionality of allowing client computer to input the user Id 
and the password associated with that Id, so the client network interface would transmit the 
password information to the central server, in the turn the central server would compare the 
inputted password information with the user profile before grant access to the system in order to 
prevent unauthorized user being accessed the server database. Upon, when the user logged into 
the system, one can determine what type of access right such user has in order to grant access to 
the database server. Therefore, it is inherent that a logging session would have provided to user 
who access the database server. 

Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jean M. Corrielus whose telephone number is (571) 272-4032. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 10 hours shift. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Breene can be reached on (571) 272-4107. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADAVot 571-272-1000. 
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